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MEALS ON WHEELS OF SAN FRANCISCO TO ELECTRIFY TWO-THIRDS
OF FLEET TO REDUCE CARBON FOOTPRINT AND FUEL COSTS

AMAZON IS LEAD SPONSOR OF INITIATIVE, THE BIGGEST OF ITS KIND FOR A NONPROFIT
IN SAN FRANCISCO

San Francisco & Northern San Mateo Counties, CA — Meals on Wheels of San Francisco
(MOWSF), the nonprofit organization that prepares and delivers millions of nutritious meals to the
homes of seniors and people with disabilities in San Francisco and Northern San Mateo Counties,
announced today that it will electrify two-thirds of its fleet of meal delivery vehicles by 2027.
MOWSEF’s current fleet of 32 combustion vehicles covers almost 100,000 miles a year visiting
thousands of homebound seniors daily. By transitioning to EV, the organization expects to reduce its
carbon footprint by 50% and reduce maintenance and fuel costs by approximately 10%. Amazon is the
lead financial sponsor of this program.

“Helping seniors thrive in their homes while keeping the air they breathe clean is a win-win for all,”
explained David Linnell, Acting CEO, Meals on Wheels of San Francisco. “When we visit seniors, we
improve their health. We can do even more for their health by switching to pollution-free vehicles and
at the same time, save money on fuel and reinvest those cost-savings for more meals and visits to our
aging population who rely on us daily.”

In 2022, MOWSF worked with CLEAResult, the largest provider of emission-reducing energy
solutions across North America, to develop a vehicle electrification five-year plan to replace 24 of the
organization’s vehicles with refrigerated Ford eTransit vehicles by 2027. The plan provides a roadmap
for EV charging infrastructure needs, total costs for ownership, and projected results, which include
decreasing fuel and vehicle costs by thousands of dollars each year, per vehicle. The projected CO2
emission reductions are substantial with full implementation of all 24 vehicles resulting in a reduction
of annual CO2 emissions by 226 tons per year (79%) and local criteria air pollutant emissions by 587
pounds per year (83%.).

“Amazon is committed to investing in the health and well-being of the communities where our
employees and customers live and work,” says Sally Kay, Regional Head of Public Policy and

External Affairs at Amazon. “Meals on Wheels has served San Francisco’s seniors in need for over
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fifty years, and we are proud to be a part of their mission with this grant to purchase electric vehicles.
We look forward to finding more ways the business community in the southeast part of the city can
continue to make a real difference for San Franciscans.”

Currently, MOWSEF has purchased 4 EVs that can travel approximately 100 miles on one charge, and
one dual port-charging station. The organization plans on adding more charging stations in 2023. In
addition, MOWSEF aims to replace 5 of its current gas-powered vehicles each year for the next four
years, pending vehicle availability and funding. By the end of 2024, MOWSEF hopes to have 12 Ford
eTransit vehicles on the road and by 2027, have 24 EVs on the road.

Meals on Wheels of San Francisco’s transition to EV comes at a time as Governor Gavin Newsom’s
groundbreaking state initiative and commitment to achieve 100 percent zero-emission vehicles within
the next 12 years, begins to take shape. California’s world-leading plan will require 100 percent of
new car sales in California to be zero-emission vehicles by 2035.

Funders for MOWSF’s EV initiative include Amazon as lead sponsor, San Francisco and San Mateo
Counties, and industrial developer, Goodman. For more information on how to be a part of Meals on
Wheels of San Francisco’s Fleet Electrification Initiative, please contact Jessica Sweedler,
415.343.1283.

About Meals on Wheels of San Francisco:

Meals on Wheels of San Francisco (MOWSF) is a nonprofit organization that has been serving
homebound seniors aged 60 and older as well as people with disabilities in San Francisco who face
financial hardship, illness, or disability. It is the only organization in the Bay Area to offer 2 home-
delivered meals a day. MOWSEF started in San Francisco exclusively in 1970 and recently expanded its
geographic coverage region to include older people living in Northern San Mateo County. Today,
MOWSEF delivers more than 2.6 million meals yearly filling a much-needed service ensuring no senior
goes hungry or is forgotten. In addition to meals, MOWSEF provides a network of professional services
that help seniors live with dignity and independence in their homes to include nutrition counseling,
social work, and wellness services that decrease isolation.

Meals on Wheels of San Francisco is supported by donations from individuals, businesses,
foundations, and government grants. The organization also partners with local businesses and
community organizations to deliver on its mission of Nourishing the Whole Person. Learn how you
can get involved at www.MOWSF.org.
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